AM2 — Syntax: theories and models
Reading Assignment #4

Preliminaries
Reading Polinsky, Maria, and Eric Potsdam. 2001. Long-distance agreement and topic in
Tsez. Natural Language and Linguistic Theory 19:583–646.
Instructions
• This is a very long article, so pay attention to the questions, which will tell you where
to look for answers.
• Answer all the questions in exercises #1 and #2 plus the bonus exercise, quoting data
and/or text from Polinsky and Potsdam (2001) as necessary.
• What this assignment is testing is your ability to extract relevant information from a
complex technical text. You have to write as much as you think you need to answer the
questions appropriately, but not more.
• You may write your answers in either English or German.
• Submit your answers no later than Monday, December 10 at 23:59.
• The answers must be submitted by email (vicente@uni-potsdam.de). The preferred submission formats are .pdf or .txt (no .doc or .docx files, please).
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Exercises
Long distance agreement: the facts
On p. 605–606, Polinsky and Potsdam give the following as an example of regular (local)
agreement vs. Long Distance Agreement (LDA) in Tsez.
(47a)

eni-r
[už-ā
magalu
b-āc’-ru-łi]
r-iy-xo.
mother.dat boy.erg bread.iii.abs iii.eat.pstprt.nmlz.iv iv.know.pres
“The mother knows that the boy ate the bread”

(48a)

eni-r
[už-ā
magalu
b-āc’-ru-łi]
b-iy-xo.
mother.dat boy.erg bread.iii.abs iii.eat.pstprt.nmlz.iv iv.know.pres
“The mother knows that the boy ate the bread”

Question 1: Explain, quoting appropriate data from Polinsky and Potsdam, the morphosyntactic pattern of LDA. Specifically:
• What is agreeing with what in each case?
• Which morphological cases (e.g., absolutive, ergative, dative. . . ) can trigger LDA?
Question 2: In which way does LDA interact with topics? Your answer should explain why
the following example (from p. 636) requires LDA.
(1)

eni-r
[a-ā
čanaqan-go-gon
ziya
bišr-er-xosi-łi]
mother.dat shepherd.erg hunter.poss-ess.top cow.iii.abs feed.cause.prsprt.nmlz.iv
{ X r-iy-xo
/ ∗ b-iy-xo.
}
iv.know.pres
iii.know.pres
“The mother knows that the hunter, the shepherd made (him) feed the cow”

Clarification These two questions only concern the empirical pattern of LDA. You don’t need
to draw trees or talk about features and phases to answer them. What I am looking for here
is evidence that you can follow the exposition of an exotic construction in an exotic language.
You’ll find the relevant data through section 4, but you might need to have a look at sections
2 and 3 to understand everything completely. A good strategy in this case is to make a list of
all the sections and subsections so that you can make a good guess as to where to look.

Long distance agreement: the theory
Polinsky and Potsdam develop their technical account of Tsez LDA in section 5. Theirs is an
analysis that makes crucial use of phase theory. Explain the main idea of this analysis in your
own words. As opposed to the previous question, this one is a purely theoretical one.

